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The following is in response to questions presented at the BC Economic Plan Engagement 
Sessions.


1. What global trends are you watching and how might they impact British Columbia’s 
economy over the next decade? Are environmental, social, and governance values (ESG) 
important to these trends? 

• Global trend toward a carbon neutral economy


• Reduced reliance on fossil fuels and a transition to clean energy sources, e.g. wind, 
solar, hydro, tidal.


• Home production of electrical energy is an untapped resource that would spur local 
growth. Incentivize solar panel and wind turbine manufacturing and installation.


• Global inflation and supply chain issues

• Resurgence of COVID-19. Mutations that lead to variants that can evade present 

vaccines pose a real threat.

• Global warming resulting in population movement and increased demands on our 

infrastructure, e.g. lack of water available for food production and hydro power supply.

• Tourism. When COVID travel restrictions are relaxed, tourists will choose locations 

where they feel safest. 

• Environmental and social democratic values are essential to any sustainable economy 

and they are selling points for BC products and services.


2. Where do you see opportunities for innovation and growth in our economy? Where does 
British Columbia have an advantage and what kinds of goals could be achieved? 
• Urban to rural migration as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic is resulting in growth for 

rural BC. Opportunities exist in the area of working from home; infrastructure 
development and enhancement is a necessity for this opportunity to happen.


• To address housing and rental shortages in rural communities, a move to smaller 
houses and re-zoning to allow smaller or ‘carriage’ type dwellings will present growth 
opportunities. 


• Hydro power generation.  Gravity-fed in-pipe spherical water turbines represent an 
undeveloped source of electrical energy. 


3. What are the conditions that need to be in place for innovation and growth to happen? 
• Recognition that health care is a cornerstone of BC’s economy. Effective and equitable 

delivery of health care includes improved access to mental health and addictions 
services, transforming primary care, reforming long term care, and addressing the social 
determinants of health. “Recovery” must include mental health support for our frontline 
healthcare workers who are suffering physical and emotional fatigue (PTSD).


• Rapid transition to sustainable green energy technologies

• Equitable access to internet connectivity throughout the province. Greater reliance on 

remote learning, virtual health care consultations, digital marketing and e-commerce is 
going to be the new normal. Rural connectivity presently lags far behind urban centres. 
High speed internet is coming but the speed of delivery is slow.  

• Improved access to public transportation. 

• Clean water and food security.




• Re-examination of the taxation system. As unpopular as it might be, raising taxes for 
those that can afford to pay is worth considering. 


• Reduced dependence on foreign manufactured goods. Incentivize local manufacturing 
of goods from local resources. 


3. (a) What successful projects, services or products can we build on? Where do you see 
existing partnerships or opportunities for collaboration? 

• Selling surplus power and water to the United States

• Increase funding and educational support to already successful hi tech or digital online 

related business

• increase funding and support to successful existing apprenticeship or trades-related 

educational programs


3. (b) What barriers currently hamper innovation and growth, both non-financial and financial? 
What could government do to help address these challenges? 

• Access to education. Access to affordable child care, improved internet connection, 
higher minimum wage to help those that have to work while enrolled in educational 
programs, student loan forgiveness, debt-free post-secondary education, and rent 
subsidies to those attending educational facilities would address this barrier.  

• The urban exodus is both a potential opportunity for provincial diversification of the 
economy as well as a challenge because of the impact on rural communities lacking the 
infrastructure and resources to assimilate an expanding population. “The bulk of BC’s 
natural resource extraction occurs in and around BC’s rural communities” (Dr. Alan 
Ruddiman). Reinvestment of resource tax dollars back into rural communities is the right 
thing to do. 

4. What actions would you prioritize to support equity and Indigenous participation in the 
economy? 

• Make cultural sensitivity training a condition of employment in the public sector.

• Affirmative action programs for all populations who do not participate equally in the 

economy, starting with education and training targeted to these groups, with trauma-
informed mental health/substance use support offered.


5. Is our economy well-prepared for 2030 and beyond? Is British Columbia ready? 
• BC and Canada as well as North America in general are quickly falling behind the more 

innovative and progressive countries in the world. To prepare for 2030 and beyond, the 
government needs to take decisive action on health care, education, rural development, 
and the environment in its long term strategic plan. 

• To meet the growing challenges resulting from climate change, the BC government 
needs to have the strength and resolve to make tough decisions on the environment, 
even in the face of public criticism and skepticism. 


