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Crisis in ambulance service extends into rural B.C.

Princeton, B.C. The British Columbia Rural Health Network (BCRHN) wishes to make it 

known that the current crisis in BC Ambulance Service under the authority of BC Emergency 

Health Services is not just an urban phenomenon but also a rural one, where vast distances 

travelled for emergency and tertiary care, transfers, and a myriad of other duties on the front 

line of health services affect access to emergency health services.

Rural citizens and visitors alike are at a greater risk to life and limb every day that this crisis 

continues, and is widening the cracks of the urban/rural divide in the delivery of health care.

The extraordinary strain being put on emergency medical technicians (EMT) is in some cases

having tragic effects on the individuals, their families and their communities. The model is 

flawed and the results include long serving and highly qualified personnel leaving British 

Columbia to serve in a jurisdiction that includes an opportunity for a livable wage.

“We are receiving reports of people being told that there is no ambulance available, and that 

they will have to drive to a hospital more than one (1) hour away”, said Edward Staples, Chair

of the BCRHN. He continued, “There appears to be an urban bias in the media to cover the 

easy stories, when at the same time the populations in resource communities are put at 

exceptional peril.”
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