
BC Rural Health Network  

Board of Directors Meeting  

January 12, 2021 
 

Board members present: Bill Day, Colin Moss, Ed Staples, Janice Androsoff, Johanna Trimble, Pegasis McGauley,  

      Peggy Skelton (Jude Kornelsen, Stuart Johnston) 
 

Staff present: Nienke Klaver, Connie Howe  
 

Special Guests:  Dr. David Snadden and Dr. Granger Avery 
 

1. Call to order:  President Ed Staples called the zoom meeting to order at 4:02 p.m. The meeting was recorded. 

 

2. Consent Agenda  
 

   21 – 01  Moved by Colin Moss   

    Seconded by Pegasis McGauley   

    That the Consent Agenda is approved 

➢ January 12, 2021 Agenda 

➢ Board of Directors December 8, 2020 Minutes 

➢ December 31, 2020 Financial Report  

MOTION CARRIED 
 

3. President Ed Staples introduced Special Guests Dr. David Snadden and Dr. Granger Avery 
 

❖ Presentation: to solicit the BCRHN Board's thoughts on how UBC could be helpful in rural health and 

where the gaps are that the university could contribute. 

→ the UBC Faculty of Medicine Strategic Plan 2016-2021 is coming to an end in the middle of 2021 

→ they would like the Boards thoughts on where the university could be helpful in looking after 

rural health 

→ there is an absence of rural and generalism in the Strategic Plan  

→ address the training of medical students at all three levels: undergraduate, postgraduate, and 

professional development 

→ Ed thanked Drs. Snadden and Avery for providing BCRHN such an excellent opportunity and that 

he will get back to them with the Boards response and comments.  

❖ Ed asked the Board if they have any questions or comments to share them with each other by email so 

that the discussion can continue, and he will send an email to the Board asking how they would like to 

respond.  
 

4. Position Papers 

➢ Community Health Centres 

 version 4 of the Position Paper was distributed to the Board to review before today's 

meeting 

 Johanna sent Pegasis some suggested changes that were incorporated 

→ Pegasis reviewed the changes and will send the updated version to the Board 

following today’s meeting 

 there were several comments on the Position Paper    

 Pegasis informed the Board that she is stepping down as the lead  

 the Board thanked Pegasis and Curt for all the time and effort they have devoted to the 

Position Paper  

 Colin and Ed will edit the Position Paper and bring it back to the Board for approval 

→ Bill volunteered to assist with wordsmithing 
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4. Position Papers (continued) 

➢ Mental Health and Addictions 

 Ed received comments and suggestions on his request from the December meeting and 

has adjusted the paper accordingly. He will give Board members that have not had an 

opportunity to respond another couple of weeks, and then hopefully, a consensus can 

be done through email.   

➢ Out of Pocket Costs 

 no update (Jude will assist Janice) 

➢ Rural Health Council/Seniors Council 

 no update (Jude and Johanna will schedule a meeting to discuss) 

➢ UPCC 

 Nienke has done a lot of research on what she will include in the Position Paper   

➢ Transportation  

 Pegasis stepped down - we need a lead 

➢ Pharmacare 

 no update 

➢ Privatization 

 no update 

 
 

5. Society update 

➢ Connie has completed 9 of the 15 sections on the registered charity application for the RHC 

Education Foundation  

 

6. Membership 

➢ renewals and ongoing payments do we want to provide the option of e-Transfers 
 

21 – 02 Moved by Colin Moss 

 Seconded by Pegasis McGauley  

 That the RHC Rural Health Collaborative Society 

 will accept e-Transfers for payment. 

 MOTION CARRIED 
 

➢ Committee Report 

 Membership package 

 PowerPoint file 

 an introductory letter from Ed 

 letter from Colin 

❖ the committee chose to send the package to Chambers and Hospice 

Societies of rural BC as Colin is a Board member of the Slocan Chamber 

of Commerce and Vice-Chair of the New Denver Hospice Society  

❖ after the committee gets feedback from these groups, they will review 

the package, and if needed, make changes, and then move forward 

with other organizations  

 Peggy has been a great addition to the membership committee 

 Johanna mentioned adding some photographs of different rural communities 

like mountains, lakes, etc., making the PowerPoint file more visually attractive. 
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6. Membership (continued) 

   21 – 03 Moved by Colin Moss 

    Seconded by Johanna Trimble 

    That the membership package is 

    sent out as stated.  

    MOTION CARRIED 

 

   21 – 04 Moved by Colin Moss 

    Seconded by Johanna Trimble 

    That Peggy’s income be doubled  

    and that monthly sum be given  

    back to BCRHN. 

    MOTION CARRIED  

 

7. COVID-19 discussion 

  Ed commented over the past several weeks, there has been a lot of discussion on the provincial and federal 

response to the COVID-19 crisis. Part of it is being brought on because we have new variants that have 

emerged and created some concerns. He is aware of several organizations that are now involved in 

discussing what the appropriate response should be.  An organization has formed with representation 

across Canada, the COVID Strategic Choice Group.  They have recently released a report that was attached 

to the Agenda for the Board to review.  Ed also sent an article from the Tyee that presented a rather critical 

view of the BC government's reporting mechanism.  

 

→ the Board discussed sections of the COVID Strategic Choice Group report 

→ there was no response from the Board to get involved in the discussion  

 

8. Update on Virtual meeting with government bureaucrats in Victoria BC 

  The draft letter to Ted Patterson was attached to the Agenda for the Board to review 
   

  21 – 05 Moved by Bill Day 

   Seconded by Colin Moss 

   That to approve the amended letter 

   to Ted Patterson requesting a meeting. 

   MOTION CARRIED 

 

Ed will send the letter to Ted Patterson, and when he receives a response, we will need to determine who will 

be involved in that meeting. 

 

9. Long Term Care  

 The Action for Reform of Residential Care (ARRCBC) Association is working on an “Improving Quality of 

 Life in Long Term Care – A Way Forward” report  

 https://bcrhn.ca/action-for-reform-of-residential-care-arrcbc-association/   

→ the association makes recommendations to the province 

 

https://bcrhn.ca/action-for-reform-of-residential-care-arrcbc-association/
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9. Long Term Care (continued) 

→ they have set up a meeting with the Parliamentary Secretary for Seniors’ Services and Long 

Term Care, Mable Elmorea – Johanna was not sure of the date 

→ at a meeting Johanna attended by CanAge, they discussed that Long Term Care facilities are 

facing the fact that they may lose the ability to be insured because class-action lawsuits are 

happening across Canada over Long Term Care deaths during COVID. 

   21 – 06  Moved by Johanna Trimble 

    Seconded by Bill Day 

    That BCRHN endorse ARRCBC to 

    improve Long Term Care and Johanna 

    will write a letter and whatever else 

    has to be done to do the endorsement. 

    MOTION CARRIED 

 

➢ Bill commented that there is an assumption that BCRHN is solidly in favour of public ownership and 

operation of Long Term Care but is there a formal position on this topic?   

→ at the moment, there is not  

→ Nienke’s Position Paper on privatization will cover public ownership  

→ from the beginning, BCRHN supports public health care 

→ within a position statement, we must include that it is not just Long Term Care that  

  needs to be publicly run, but public education in general 

→ Nienke mentioned that our Vision Statement could be amended to read, "improvement  

  of public healthcare services” 

→ Bill and Nienke will take the lead on creating a baseline policy position statement.   

 

10. Update on the letter to Minister Dix 

→ the letter was sent to Minister Dix both by email and Canada Post 

→ Ed has not received a response  

  

11. 2021 Strategic Plan  

→ Access to Care will be the priority action for the next year  

→ Pegasis informed Ed that she is stepping down as the lead for both the Access to Care and CHC 

committees; he will be looking for people to fill those vacancies.   

 

12. Action Plan 

→ due to the time deferred to the February meeting 

 

13. The next Board meeting will be on Tuesday, February 9 at 4:00 p.m.  

 

21 – 07   Moved by Colin Moss 

      That the meeting adjourns 

-  time 6:02 p.m. 

  MOTION CARRIED 


