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On behalf of the BC Rural Health Network Board of Directors I’d like to welcome you to the first in a 
series of monthly newsletters that will be sent to Network members and supporters. It’s our goal to 
provide a summary of BCRHN activities and plans. We will also be including a “Member of the Month” 
article featuring one of our active members. Thank you to Colin Moss and the Slocan Valley District 
Chamber of Commerce Health Committee for volunteering to be our first feature. If you would like to have 
your community and organization featured in future issues, please send me an email or give me a call.

Over the past several months the BCRHN has been active in two main areas: the development of our 
governance model and working with the Ministry of Health (MoH) on the development of Community 
Health Centre (CHC) policy. 

On November 24th of last year the BCRHN held a general meeting in Kelowna where the membership 
ratified the Terms of Reference and Constitution developed by the governance committee. I’d like to 
acknowledge the excellent job done by Sue McCrae, Elaine Storey, Bill Day, and Colin Moss who served 
on the committee. Their efforts have laid the groundwork for our future development and activity.

We also elected an interim Board of Directors consisting of Sue McCrae (South Shuswap), Pam Beech 
(Sicamous), James Leslie (Hornby-Denman), Colin Moss (Slocan Valley), Curt Firestone (Salt Spring), 
Jude Kornelsen (Centre for Rural Health Research-UBC), Stuart Johnston (Rural Coordination Centre of 
BC), and myself (Princeton). The Board has been given the mandate to incorporate the BCRHN as a 
registered BC society and make plans for our first Annual General Meeting this coming Spring. More on 
that in upcoming newsletters.

The other area of activity is our collaborative work with the MoH on the establishment of new CHCs and 
the upscaling of existing CHCs in rural BC. In June 2018, BCRHN members participated in a consultation 
on the development of a policy that would include CHCs in existing Primary and Community Care policy. 
Following that activity we were told that we would be consulted further in the implementation of that 
policy. We’ve been waiting since then for further news and it now appears that our Board will be meeting 
with MoH in the next few weeks to receive an update and discuss our future involvement in this initiative. 
Stay tuned.

BCRHN has a website and pages on Facebook and Twitter. Thanks go to Nienke Klaver for all her work 
in setting this up and providing us with updates and information. I invite you to visit these sites regularly:
!
! website:! www.bcrhn.ca
! Facebook:! www.facebook.com/bcruralhealthnetwork
! Twitter:!! twitter.com/bcrhnetwork

To your health,

Ed Staples, Board Chair
email: edwardstaples8@gmail.com       telephone: 250-295-0822
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