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Greetings all! Here’s the latest news from the BCRHN.

Our first Annual General Meeting will be held on Saturday, May 11 beginning at 1:00 pm in the CB Murray 
Ramsden Board Room (room 1346) at Kelowna General Hospital (see attached map). For this important 
first meeting, we encourage each member organization to make representation in person. However, if 
this is not possible, we are making arrangements for teleconference participation. The AGM planning 
committee is putting the finishing touches on the agenda which will be sent to the membership shortly. 
We look forward to seeing you at the meeting.

The April Member of the Month is the Hornby Denman Community Health Care Society (HDCHCS). 
Thank you to James Leslie for submitting the following article: 

The HDCHCS began serving the residents of our two rural island communities in 1979. The year 
round population on each island is approximately 1000 people. The number of residents 
increases dramatically during the summer months, most markedly on Hornby Island where the 
numbers can grow to beyond 7000 people.
Home Support Services, our largest single service, is funded through the Island Health Authority; 
this funding was over 70% of our 2016-17 revenue of $1.6. To complement Home Support we 
also provide Home Assist services; unfortunately this must be on a user pay basis. In addition we 
maintain a quite ample home equipment loan cupboard and raise funds for an emergency aid 
fund.

 As a result of recognition of the excellence of our services we were selected to be the lead 
agency to provide the Better At Home program across the entire Comox Valley Region. 
In our ongoing battles to meet community needs we have obtained funding to provide, on a part-
time basis, youth and family counselling services and in-community youth workers who focus on 
prevention and early intervention.

On Hornby Island we are the owner of a community built medical clinic that we lease to Island 
Health for their provision of a salaried primary care physician and a rural extended practice nurse.
With our commitment to team based approaches, we organize and facilitate regular monthly 
meetings of the networks of health and health related service providers and engaged community 
members on each island. We also play a leadership role in sustaining a cross-discipline senior’s 
table for the Comox Valley. Our community development work is not funded and our broad 
community health networks are supported by efforts far beyond what is contained in the job 
descriptions of key HDCHCS staff. 

Among the challenges we face are: 
o Remote, ferry dependent communities
o Difficulties in learning about and accessing needed services
o Small populations with large seasonal fluctuations



o Large numbers of frail elderly and physically vulnerable individuals with complex 
chronic illness, many of whom have become socially isolated

o Inadequate, often unsafe housing for many residents
o High poverty levels

A mental health needs assessment completed in 2016 with support from the BC Divisions of 
Family Practice verified what the local health networks on each island have long identified as two 
high priorities for our communities: community based mental health services and assistance in 
accessing needed services. Dedicated support for these services is urgent.  

Our Board has recently established a Community Health Plan working group. We are putting in 
place a process to better identify and understand the particular qualities of our communities. We 
intend this to be one key means of identifying how best to go forward by:

o Locating services within the socio-economic context of our communities,

o Identifying the network of connections within our communities,

o Identifying blockages in services as well as opportunities for change and or 
growth,

o Developing an overall multi-year model for service provision and development.  

Please visit the BCRHN website and pages on Facebook and Twitter. They are updated frequently and 
provide members with a way to stay informed and get involved. If you have something you would like to 
see added to our online sites, please contact Nienke Klaver at tulameennienke@gmail.com. 

website: www.bcrhn.ca
Facebook: www.facebook.com/bcruralhealthnetwork
Twitter: twitter.com/bcrhnetwork

To your health,

Ed Staples, Board Chair
email: edwardstaples8@gmail.com       telephone: 250-295-0822
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